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Art Unit: 2655 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 5-6 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yamamoto (US Patent No. 6577998). 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Yamamoto discloses an animation system which is 
sound activated, the system comprising: 

an input circuit for receiving an input sound signal (S40 in figure 12)] 

a sampler for sampling the input sound signal (S42 in figure 12)\ 

a processor for generating a value characteristic of each sample {S46 in 

figure 1, FFT algorithm is implemented in computing devices for performing 

frequency domain conversion); 

a comparator for comparing each value to a plurality of pre-stored value 

ranges each corresponding to a predetermined graphic (coL 9, In. 7 to col. 10, In. 

67); and 
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a display interface for displaying said predetermined graphics 
corresponding to each value sequentially (col. 11, In. 21-54); 

wherein, for every sample of the input sound signal, the corresponding 
graphic is displayed substantially simultaneously therewith, so as to generate an 
animation sequence synchronized with the input sound signal (col. 10, In. 1-67, 
discussing a process of synchronizing animation). 

4. Regarding claim 2, Yamamoto further discloses that the input sound signal 
is an analog signal and the sampler comprises an analog to digital converter 
(S42 in figure 12, known in the art). 

5. Regarding claims 5-6, Yamamoto further discloses that the predetermined 
graphic is a mouth graphic representing a characters mouth (coi 10, In. 18-30), 
and the display interface is arranged to display the predetermined graphics 
superimposed upon a display of an animated character or object (col. 7, In. 30- 
50). 

6. Regarding claim 8-10, Yamamoto further discloses that the predetermined 
graphics are stored in a specified directory on a hard drive of a computer (col. 6, 
In. 17-32 figures 1-3, a computer system should have a hard drive for storage), a 
plurality of sets of predetermined graphics, each corresponding to a basic 
expression of an animated character, are stored in respective sub-directories 
(col. 11, In. 21-39), and a software based user interface for allowing the user to 
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select a desired one of a plurality of character expressions, the system selecting 
the set of predetermined graphics corresponding to the selected expression (col. 
11, In. 40 to col. 12, In. 67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

8. Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yamamoto (US Patent No. 6577998) in view of Partyka et al. (US Patent 
No. 6131071). 

9. Claim 3 is dependent on claim 1 , which is anticipated by Yamamoto for 
the reasons above. 

10. Regarding claim 3, Yamamoto further discloses that the processor is 
arranged to perform a transform on the resultant signal to obtain a plurality of 
coefficients (figure 12 and col. 10, In. 1-17), and the calculated value then being 
compared to the plurality of stored values (coL 9, In. 7 to col. 10, In. 67). 
Yamamoto does not disclose that the processor is arranged to generate a value 
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characteristic of each sample by multiplying the sample by a window, and 
determining the maximum magnitude of the coefficients. 

However, Partyka et al. teach that a value characteristic of each sample is 
generated by multiplying the sample by a window {col. 18, In. 16-40, Hamming 
window), and a step of determining the maximum magnitude of the coefficients 
(coL 31, In. 30-60). 

Since Yamamoto and Partyka et al. are analogous art because they are 
from the same field of endeavors, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Yamamoto by incorporating the 
teaching of Partyka et al. in order to minimize frequency distortion. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 4, Yamamoto, as applied in claim 3, further discloses that 
the sample is a digitized signal, which is multiplied by a Hamming window and 
wherein the transform is a Fast Fourier Transform which generates a plurality of 
Fourier coefficients {figure 12 and col 10, In. 1-17). 

12. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamamoto (US Patent No. 6577998) in view of Trower, II et al. (US Patent No. 
5983190). 

13. Claim 7 is dependent on claim 6, which is anticipated by Yamamoto for 
the reasons above. 
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14. Regarding claim 7, Yamamoto does not specifically disclose that the 
display interface comprises a monitor on which a software generated display 
window is shown, the animated character and the predetermined graphics being 
displayed within the display window. However, Trower, II et al. teach that the 
display interface comprises a monitor on which a software generated display 
window is shown, the animated character and the predetermined graphics being 
displayed within the display window (64 and 66 of figure 2). 

Since Yamamoto and Trower, II et al. are analogous art because they are 
from the same field of endeavors, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Yamamoto by incorporating the 
teaching of Trower, II et al. in order to enable the system to display multiple 
applications/services to users. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Huyen Vo whose telephone number is 703- 
305-8665. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Doris To can be reached on 703-305-4827. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




